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“Two new projects recently approved by New York’s electric-grid operator will provide a historic 
boost (to) the state, putting the most new electricity transmission in 30 years on track for 
construction and helping it achieve landmark clean energy goals. … The selection of these 
projects is an important step in ensuring that New York meets its clean energy goals, including 
Governor Andrew Cuomo’s recent call to boost the state’s Clean Energy Standard from 50 
percent to 70 percent renewable electricity by 2030. New York’s Public Service Commission (PSC), 
the state entity that regulates New York utility companies, must now take action to ensure that 
these and other transmission projects move forward quickly.” 
— Natural Resources Defense Council, April 15, 2019

“In order to stay on track, the renewable sector will need a modernized grid. … With smart policies 
that truly value the economic and societal benefits of renewable power, we can accelerate the 
transition to a renewable energy economy and provide Americans the clean energy future they 
deserve.”
— Gregory Wetstone,  President and CEO, American Council on Renewable Energy, July 2, 2019

“The selected transmission projects will benefit consumers by increasing delivery of 
environmentally desirable power to meet state energy goals, relieving congestion, and 
replacing aging infrastructure to bolster system reliability and resilience. … After a thoughtful and 
deliberative process, the NYISO Board arrived at a solution that will alleviate congestion, help 
deliver power where it is needed most, and aid the state in meeting its ambitious
renewable energy goals.”
— New York Independent System Operator, April 8, 2019

“One way or another, transmission lines need to get built. They are the arteries that deliver power 
to the population centers that need it, and they will be needed as the grid shifts to using more 
renewable energy generated in rural areas.”
— InsideClimate News, July 26, 2019

“Transmission lines are the infrastructure of renewable energy … An infrastructure strategy for 
carbon reduction and the transition to renewable energy should include electric transmission 
investment … NYISO approval of transmission that will “help unbottle clean energy” is a model for 
our policy goals and the role of infrastructure in achieving these goals. In short, the opportunity 
is at hand to use infrastructure investments – whether roads, bridges, or electric transmission – 
to unlock opportunities to achieve a cleaner, more resilient future.”
— Union of Concerned Scientists, May 2019 

“The distribution grid is the backbone of a reliable electric system used to deliver electricity 
from the transmission system to individual consumers. Modern planning processes are critical 
for providing essential electric service efficiently and cost-effectively. … (A)t AEE, we view grid 
modernization as part of the foundational investments needed to enable a reliable and 
flexible grid. Such a modern grid platform is essential to fully integrating (distributed energy 
resources), balancing increasing levels of large-scale renewables and enhancing the customer 
experience.”
— Coley Girouard and Ryan Katofsky, Advanced Energy Economy, Nov. 27, 2018
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https://www.nyiso.com/-/unbottling-wind-how-we-can-expand-clean-energy
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“With emission free, low-cost electricity available, our country is facing the welcome challenge 
of finding ways to use more of that energy. Using more wind and renewable energy means 
economic development and job growth, particularly in rural America. It means cost savings for 
electricity consumers, and improved air quality in communities across the country. … Building 
an electricity grid that supports evolving consumer expectations will require long-overdue 
investments in American infrastructure. That includes EV charging stations, renewable energy 
additions, and transmission line expansion.”
— Amy Farrell, American Wind Energy Association, July 25, 2019

“Transmission is the backbone of the grid. It enables a cleaner energy future by connecting us to 
wind, solar and hydroelectric power. It helps reliability, by getting power to where it’s needed most. 
It provides affordable power, by connecting consumers to hundreds of large-scale generators. It 
assists national security by providing a strong, integrated structure to respond to the increasing 
number and severity of weather, physical and cyber threats. And, it also drives local economies by 
delivering the electricity that powers all aspects of our lives.
The importance of transmission and of a safe, secure and resilient grid will continue to increase. By 
investing now, we’re helping to reduce outages and keeping reliability strong.”
— Tracie Witter, PPL Electric Utilities, July 28, 2019

“(W)hen we talk about upgrading infrastructure, building new transmission lines so that renewables 
can become more viable is just as important as new roads or rail.”
— Ethan Pratt, Energy Central, July 24, 2019

“One reason wind accounts for a greater share of energy produced in Europe — it represents 12% 
of electricity in Germany and 19% in Spain, compared with just 7% in the U.S. — is not that more wind 
blows there. It’s partly that European infrastructure facilitates transmission of the power to the 
places where people live.”
— Peter R. Orszag, Bloomberg Opinion, July 10, 2019

“Our electric grid needs to be updated and expanded to meet 21st century needs and 21st century 
energy sources. Building new transmission lines will strengthen the grid and help us tap into low-
cost clean energy like wind in a cost-effective way.”
— U.S. Senator Martin Heinrich, D-N.M, July 3, 2019
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