
Information on 
Survey Activities

Spring & Summer 2019

The New York Energy Solution (NYES) is a proposed transmission line upgrade in Rensselaer, 
Columbia, and Dutchess Counties. To support the siting and permitting process, field crews 
will undertake the following activites from spring to fall 2019.

Photography (April–June)
Photography will include crews taking many photographs from ground-level. Ideally, there will be 
two rounds of this photography: one round with the leaves off the trees, and one round with 
leaves on the trees. LIDAR measurements, which help determine an area’s topography, will also 
be taken. Crews will use a small aircraft to take measurements using a pulsed laser light. Several 
control points will be needed at the ground-level for the LIDAR.

Noise Testing (May)
A two-person crew will use specialized equipment at each substation site where work is 
proposed (in the towns of Schodack, Claverack, and Pleasant Valley) to determine ambient noise 
levels. The tests will run during both the day and night. Some areas where roads cross the existing 
transmission line corridor may also be tested.

Environmental Surveys (May–July) 
Environmental surveys will consist of wetland boundary flagging, identification of potential rare, 
threatened, and endangered species habitats, and flagging for potential areas of invasive 
species. The crews will consist of two to three people who will be taking photos and filling out 
forms.

Archeological Shovel Testing (May–July)
In order to test for archeologically-significant artifacts, shovel tests will be done by crews of 
typically two people. The crew will use shovels to dig 18” by 18” test pits, up to three feet deep, and 
fill out forms and take pictures. Once this is done, the holes will be refilled. A report will be made 
to the State Historic Preservation Office.

Geotechnical Testing (Soil Borings) 
(Summer–Fall)
Small machinery, such as a skidsteer, will be mobilized 
to dig test holes in the transmission right-of-way 
to determine soil types. These tests are important for 
finalizing design on the transmission structure 
foundations. 
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